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1
DYNAMIC POWER DRIVEN CLOCK TREE
SYNTHESIS (CTS)

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/804,121, by the same inventors, filed on
21 Mar. 2013, the contents of which are herein incorporated
by reference in their entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

This disclosure relates to clock tree synthesis (CTS). More
specifically, this disclosure relates to dynamic power driven
CTS.

2. Related Art

CTS refers to the process of creating a clock distribution
network (or clock tree) for distributing a clock signal to a set
of clock sinks (e.g., clock inputs of sequential circuit ele-
ments) in a circuit design. A clock sink can generally refer to
any circuit element to which a clock signal is provided, and a
sequential circuit element can generally refer to any circuit
element that is timed using a clock signal. A “D flip-flop™ is an
example of a sequential circuit element. A circuit design may
include multiple clock domains, and each clock domain can
include multiple clock trees. Clock trees can consume a sig-
nificant amount of dynamic power. Hence, what are needed
are systems and techniques for CTS that create clock trees
that consume less dynamic power.

SUMMARY

Some embodiments described herein provide systems and
techniques for dynamic power driven clock tree synthesis.
Some embodiments can select one or more cells from a cell
library (e.g., a cell library that contains clock buffers and
inverters) based on power ratios of cells in the cell library.
Specifically, some embodiments select a predetermined num-
ber of cells with lowest power ratios in the cell library, e.g., m
cells with the lowest power ratios, where m=1. The embodi-
ments can then construct a clock tree based on the selected
one or more cells.

According to one definition, the power ratio of a cell is an
expected amount of dynamic power consumption of a clock
tree, wherein the clock tree drives a unit capacitive load, and
wherein the clock tree is built using the cell.

Some embodiments construct the clock tree based on the
one or more cells by constructing an initial clock tree based on
the one or more cells, and then modifying one or more cell
sizes in the initial clock tree to optimize one or more metrics,
which can include, but are not limited to, clock latency,
dynamic power consumption, clock skew, timing slack, and
area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 illustrates how a power ratio for a cell can be derived
in accordance with some embodiments described herein.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process for dynamic power driven CTS
in accordance with some embodiments described herein.

FIG. 3 illustrates a computer system in accordance with
some embodiments described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is presented to enable any per-
son skilled in the art to make and use the invention, and is
provided in the context of a particular application and its
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2

requirements. Various modifications to the disclosed embodi-
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and
the general principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments and applications without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention. Thus, the present
invention is not limited to the embodiments shown, but is to
be accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles
and features disclosed herein. In this disclosure, when the
term “and/or” is used with a list of entities, it refers to all
possible combinations of the list of entities. For example, the
phrase “X, Y, and/or Z” covers the following cases: (1) only
X;(2)onlyY; 3)only Z; (4) X andY; (5) Xand Z; (6) Y and
Z; and (7) X,Y, and Z. Additionally, in this disclosure, the
term “based on” or “based at least on” means “based solely or
partially on.”

Overview of an Electronic Design Automation (EDA) Flow

An EDA flow can be used to create a circuit design. Once
the circuit design is finalized, it can undergo fabrication,
packaging, and assembly to produce integrated circuit chips.
An EDA flow can include multiple steps, and each step can
involve using one or more EDA software tools. Some EDA
steps and software tools are described below. These examples
of EDA steps and software tools are illustrative purposes only
and are not intended to limit the embodiments to the forms
disclosed.

Some EDA software tools enable circuit designers to
describe the functionality that they want to implement. These
tools also enable circuit designers to perform what-if plan-
ning to refine functionality, check costs, etc. During logic
design and functional verification, the HDL (hardware
description language), e.g., System Verilog, code for modules
in the system can be written and the design can be checked for
functional accuracy, e.g., the design can be checked to ensure
that it produces the correct outputs.

During synthesis and design for test, the HDL code can be
translated to a netlist using one or more EDA software tools.
Further, the netlist can be optimized for the target technology,
and tests can be designed and implemented to check the
finished chips. During netlist verification, the netlist can be
checked for compliance with timing constraints and for cor-
respondence with the HDL code.

During design planning, an overall floorplan for the chip
can be constructed and analyzed for timing and top-level
routing. During physical implementation, circuit elements
can be positioned in the layout (placement) and can be elec-
trically coupled (routing).

During analysis and extraction, the circuit’s functionality
can be verified at a transistor level and parasitics can be
extracted. During physical verification, the design can be
checked to ensure correctness for manufacturing, electrical
issues, lithographic issues, and circuitry.

During resolution enhancement, geometric manipulations
can be performed on the layout to improve manufacturability
of'the design. During mask data preparation, the design can be
“taped-out” to produce masks which are used during fabrica-
tion.

Dynamic Power Driven CTS

Dynamic power consumption refers to the amount of
power that a cell consumes while switching. Since clock trees
distribute a clock signal, the cells in a clock tree are always
switching (except of course when the clock is disabled). Con-
sequently, even though the number of cells in the clock tree is
typically a small fraction of the total number of cells in the
circuit design, the clock tree can consume a disproportion-
ately large fraction of dynamic power. Therefore, given a set
of placed sequential circuit elements, what are needed are
systems and techniques for constructing a clock tree that
consumes the minimum amount of dynamic power and that
distributes the clock signal to the set of placed sequential
circuit element.
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Conventional approaches for constructing low dynamic
power clock trees have many drawbacks. Some conventional
approaches merely use the largest buffer or inverter (e.g., the
buffer or inverter with the largest area or driving strength) to
construct the clock tree. However, the largest buffer or
inverter may not result in the minimum dynamic power. Some
conventional approaches only use inverters; others only use
buffers. However, in some cases using inverters may result in
the minimum dynamic power, and in other cases using buffers
may result in the minimum dynamic power. Therefore, con-
ventional approaches that are restricted to only using buffers
or restricted to only using inverters may not be able to con-
struct a clock tree with the minimum dynamic power in all
situations.

Some conventional approaches use a proxy for dynamic
power consumption. For example, the number of cells in the
clock tree is sometimes used as a proxy for the dynamic
power consumption of the clock tree. However, minimizing
the number of cells in the clock tree may not minimize the
dynamic power consumption. Moreover, this metric—num-
ber of cells—cannot be used to correctly choose between a
buffer tree and an inverter tree because each buffer cell is
essentially equivalent to two inverter cells.

Some conventional approaches use the total cell area as a
proxy for dynamic power consumption. Again, this is a poor
proxy. Reducing area may not reduce dynamic power con-
sumption. Additionally, some cell libraries are intentionally
designed so that the library cells have approximately the same
area, which drastically reduces or eliminates the correlation
between area and dynamic power consumption.

Some embodiments described herein can construct mini-
mum dynamic power clock trees without the above-described
drawbacks of conventional approaches. Specifically, some
embodiments compute a metric (e.g., the power ratio
described below) for each cell in the cell library. Next, the
embodiments select one or more cells based on the metric,
and construct the clock tree based on the selected one or more
cells. An important feature of these embodiments is that the
one or more optimal cells can be selected by performing
library analysis, i.e., the one or more optimal cells can be
selected even before the circuit design has been created. Once
the one or more optimal cells have been selected, the selected
cells can then be used to build a minimum dynamic power
clock tree regardless of the number of sequential circuit ele-
ments and/or the placement of sequential circuit elements in
the circuit design.

FIG. 1 illustrates how a power ratio for a cell can be derived
in accordance with some embodiments described herein.
Clock tree 102 distributes a clock signal to clock sinks 114. A
clock sink can generally be any circuitry that receives a clock
signal from a clock tree. For example, the clock input of a
sequential circuit element can be a clock sink. Clock tree 102
includes multiple levels, e.g., levels 0,1, 2,. . ., (n-1). In FIG.
1, each level is assumed to have the same fanout, g, and all
cells in clock tree 102 are assumed to be identical.

Note that levelihas ¢’ cells. Cell 106 inlevel 0 drives g cells
in level 1. Each of the g cells in level 1, e.g., cell 108, drives
g cells in level 2. Each of the g? cells in level 2, e.g., cell 110,
drives g cells in level 3, and so forth. Finally, each of the g™
cells in level (n-1), e.g., cell 112, drives one or more clock
sinks.

Next, we derive an expression for the dynamic power con-
sumption of clock tree 102. This derivation uses an important
result from logical effort theory which is described in Ivan
Sutherland, Robert F. Sproull, and David Harris, Logical
Effort: Designing Fast CMOS Circuits, Morgan Kaufmann,
1999. Logical effort theory uses a linear cell delay model that
is based on the logical effort, electrical effort, and parasitic
delay of a cell. The logical effort captures the complexity of
the logical function that is being performed by the cell and is
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generally independent of the size of the transistors in the cell.
The electrical effort describes represents the ratio of the out-
put capacitance to the input capacitance. The parasitic delay
is a form of delay overhead that accompanies any gate and is
also generally independent of transistor sizes and output load-
ing.

An important result in logical effort theory is that the delay
of'a buffer or inverter tree (e.g., the delay from clock tree root
104 to clock sinks 114) is minimized when the stage effort of
each level in the buffer or inverter tree is the same. Further
details of the derivation of this result can be found in Ivan
Sutherland, Robert F. Sproull, and David Harris, Logical
Effort: Designing Fast CMOS Circuits, Morgan Kaufmann,
1999. Applying this result to the clock tree in FIG. 1 we
conclude that the delay from clock tree root 104 to clock sinks
114 is minimized when the ratio between the total output
capacitive load and the total input capacitance for each level
is the same.

Let C, bethe input capacitance of each cell in clock tree 102
(recall that all cells in clock tree 102 are identical). For level
0, the total output capacitive load is g-C, and the ratio between
the total capacitive load and the total input capacitance for
level 0 is g. Likewise, the ratio between the total capacitive
load and the total input capacitance for levels 1 through (n-2)
is also g because each cell in each level drives exactly g cells
in the next level.

Now, let the total output capacitive load at level (n-1), i.e.,
the sum of the capacitances of clock sinks 114, be C,. Then,
for level (n-1), the ratio between the total capacitive load and
the total input capacitance is C,/(g”"C,). As mentioned
above, the minimum delay is achieved when the ratio between
the total output capacitive load and the total input capacitance
for each level is the same. Therefore, in FIG. 1, the delay from
clock tree root 104 to clock sinks 114 is minimized when the
following equality holds:

Co
(gt~

®
8-

Solving for n, we get:

n:logg(%). @

Now, let P be the dynamic power consumption of each cell
in clock tree 102 (recall that all cells in clock tree 102 are
identical). Then, the total power of the clock tree, P, is given
by the following equation:

Pr= ®)
ogg(Co/Ci) _ N
P- g ! =P-((CO/C‘) 1)z P ~Co=r-C,,
g-1 g-1 Ci-(g-1
where r is the power ratio of a cell and is given by:
P @)

Note that the power ratio is independent of the total output
capacitive load, C,. Specifically, according to one definition,
the power ratio of a cell is the expected amount of dynamic
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power consumption of a clock tree per unit output capacitive
load. Note that, regardless of the value of the total output
capacitive load, the cell that will result in the clock tree with
the lowest dynamic power consumption is the cell that has the
lowest power ratio. This is an important insight that is used by
some embodiments described herein.

In some embodiments, the fanout ratio g can be a prede-
termined value, e.g., g=3, g=4, etc. In some embodiments, an
optimal fanout ratio can be determined, and then the optimal
fanout ratio can be used to determine the power ratios for the
different library cells. For example, the optimal fanout ratio
can be determined using logical effort theory (further details
of a technique for determining the optimal fanout ratio or
step-up ratio can be found in Ivan Sutherland, Robert F.
Sproull, and David Harris, Logical Effort: Designing Fast
CMOS Circuits, Morgan Kaufmann, 1999). Alternatively,
some embodiments can build trees using different fanout
ratios, and then determine the fanout ratio that results in the
lowest delay in the tree. Once the optimal fanout ratio has
been determined, the optimal fanout ratio can then be used to
compute the power ratios.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process for dynamic power driven CTS
in accordance with some embodiments described herein. The
process can begin by selecting one or more cells from a cell
library based on power ratios of cells in the cell library (opera-
tion 202). The cell library can include buffers, inverters, and/
or any other cells that can be used to build a clock tree. As
mentioned above, according to one definition, a power ratio
of a cell is equal to an expected amount of dynamic power
consumption of a clock tree when the clock tree drives a unit
capacitive load, and wherein the clock tree is built using the
cell.

In some embodiments, once the power ratios of the cells
have been determined, one or more cells with the lowest
power ratios can be selected. Specifically, the cells with the
lowest m power ratios can be selected, where m=1 (e.g., the
cells can be sorted in increasing order of their power ratios
and then the first m cells can be selected from the sorted list).
In some embodiments, m=1, i.e., the process may select the
cell with the minimum power ratio.

In some embodiments, the process can evaluate an objec-
tive function for each cell in the cell library. The objective
function can include multiple components or terms that
related to different characteristics of the cell (e.g., power
ratio, area, leakage power, etc.). Using an objective function
can allow the process to balance multiple factors, e.g.,
dynamic power and area. Next, one or more cells can be
selected based on their object function values.

Next, the process can construct the clock tree based on the
one or more cells (operation 204). For example, the process
can construct a clock tree as shown in FIG. 1, namely, a clock
tree that has [n—1] levels, wherein n is given by Equation (2),
wherein each cell in each level drives g cells in the next level,
and wherein each cell in level [n—1] drives a cluster of one or
more clock sinks (the ceiling function has been used because
the right hand side of Equation (2) is a real value). The clock
sinks can be clustered so that the total capacitive load of each
cluster of clock sinks is approximately equal to C,. If a par-
ticular cell in level [n-1] is driving a cluster of clock sinks
whose aggregate capacitive load is substantially less than
then the cell can be downsized to further optimize dynamic
power consumption.

Note that the power ratio expression shown in Equation (4)
was derived based on certain assumptions. Therefore, in cer-
tain circuit designs, the cell that has the minimum power ratio
may not result in the minimum dynamic power clock tree.
Specifically, in some embodiments, the process can select
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6

multiple cells with low power ratios (e.g., cells with the
lowest m power ratios). Next, for each of the selected cells,
the process can build a clock tree. The process can then select
the clock tree from these multiple clock trees that has the
lowest dynamic power consumption (the process can also use
other metrics, such as delay and area, to select an optimal
clock tree from the multiple clock trees).

In some embodiments, the process can construct an initial
clock tree based on the one or more cells (e.g., the m library
cells with the lowest power ratios). Next, the process can
modify one or more cell sizes in the initial clock tree to
optimize one or more metrics. For example, if a particular cell
in level [n-1] is driving a cluster of clock sinks whose aggre-
gate capacitive load is substantially less than C,, then the cell
can be downsized (e.g., by replacing the cell by a logically
equivalent cell that has a smaller area and/or drive strength)
thereby further reducing dynamic power consumption and/or
area of the clock tree. Other metrics that can be optimized by
modifying cell sizes include maximum clock latency (the
maximum clock latency can be defined as the maximum delay
from the root of the clock tree to the clock sinks), clock skew
(the clock skew can be defined as the difference between the
minimum clock latency and the maximum clock latency
across all clock sinks), and timing slack (the timing slack can
be defined as the difference between the time when a data
signal is expected to arrive at pin and the time when the data
signal is required to arrive at the pin for correct operation of
the circuit design).

Computer System

FIG. 3 illustrates a computer system in accordance with
some embodiments described herein. Computer system 302
can include processor 304, memory 306, and storage device
308. Computer system 302 can be coupled to display device
314, keyboard 310, and pointing device 312. Storage device
308 can store operating system 316, application 318, and data
320. Data 320 can include input required by application 318
and/or output generated by application 318.

Computer system 302 may automatically (or with user
interaction) perform one or more operations that are implic-
itly or explicitly described in this disclosure. Specifically,
during operation, computer system 302 can load application
318 into memory 306. Application 318 can then be used to
perform dynamic power driven CTS.

CONCLUSION

The above description is presented to enable any person
skilled in the art to make and use the embodiments. Various
modifications to the disclosed embodiments will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the general principles
defined herein are applicable to other embodiments and appli-
cations without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present disclosure. Thus, the present invention is not limited
to the embodiments shown, but is to be accorded the widest
scope consistent with the principles and features disclosed
herein.

The data structures and code described in this disclosure
can be partially or fully stored on a computer-readable storage
medium and/or a hardware module and/or hardware appara-
tus. A computer-readable storage medium includes, but is not
limited to, volatile memory, non-volatile memory, magnetic
and optical storage devices such as disk drives, magnetic tape,
CDs (compact discs), DVDs (digital versatile discs or digital
video discs), or other media, now known or later developed,
that are capable of storing code and/or data. Hardware mod-
ules or apparatuses described in this disclosure include, but
are not limited to, application-specific integrated circuits
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(ASICs), field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), dedi-
cated or shared processors, and/or other hardware modules or
apparatuses now known or later developed.

The methods and processes described in this disclosure can
be partially or fully embodied as code and/or data stored in a
computer-readable storage medium or device, so that when a
computer system reads and executes the code and/or data, the
computer system performs the associated methods and pro-
cesses. The methods and processes can also be partially or
fully embodied in hardware modules or apparatuses, so that
when the hardware modules or apparatuses are activated, they
perform the associated methods and processes. Note that the
methods and processes can be embodied using a combination
of code, data, and hardware modules or apparatuses.

The foregoing descriptions of embodiments of the present
invention have been presented only for purposes of illustra-
tion and description. They are not intended to be exhaustive or
to limit the present invention to the forms disclosed. Accord-
ingly, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
practitioners skilled in the art. Additionally, the above disclo-
sure is not intended to limit the present invention. The scope
of the present invention is defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In an electronic design automation (EDA) software tool,
method for clock tree synthesis, the method comprising:

the EDA software tool in a computer selecting one or more

cells from a cell library based at least on power ratios of
cells in the cell library, wherein a power ratio of a cell is
equal to an expected amount of dynamic power con-
sumption of a clock tree when the clock tree drives a unit
capacitive load, and wherein the clock tree is built using
the cell; and

the EDA software tool in the computer constructing a clock

tree based on the one or more cells.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the one or
more cells from the cell library comprises selecting a prede-
termined number of cells with lowest power ratios in the cell
library.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the one or
more cells from the cell library comprises:

for each cell in the cell library, evaluating an objective

function based at least on the power ratio of the cell; and
selecting the one or more cells based at least on objective
function values of cells in the cell library.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein constructing the clock
tree based on the one or more cells comprises:

constructing an initial clock tree based on the one or more

cells; and

modifying one or more cell sizes in the initial clock tree to

optimize one or more metrics.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the one or more metrics
include one or more of: clock latency, dynamic power con-
sumption, clock skew, timing slack, and area.

6. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing instructions for an electronic design automation
(EDA) software tool that, when executed by a computer,
cause the computer to perform a method for clock tree syn-
thesis, the method comprising:

selecting one or more cells from a cell library based at least

on power ratios of cells in the cell library, wherein a
power ratio of a cell is equal to an expected amount of
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dynamic power consumption of a clock tree when the
clock tree drives a unit capacitive load, and wherein the
clock tree is built using the cell; and

constructing a clock tree based on the one or more cells.

7. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 6, wherein selecting the one or more cells from the
cell library comprises selecting a predetermined number of
cells with lowest power ratios in the cell library.

8. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 6, wherein selecting the one or more cells from the
cell library comprises:

for each cell in the cell library, evaluating an objective

function based at least on the power ratio of the cell; and
selecting the one or more cells based at least on objective
function values of cells in the cell library.

9. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 6, wherein constructing the clock tree based on the
one or more cells comprises:

constructing an initial clock tree based on the one or more

cells; and

modifying one or more cell sizes in the initial clock tree to

optimize one or more metrics.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 9, wherein the one or more metrics include one or
more of: clock latency, dynamic power consumption, clock
skew, timing slack, and area.

11. An apparatus, comprising:

a processor; and

a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium stor-

ing instructions for an electronic design automation

(EDA) software tool that, when executed by a computer,

cause the computer to perform a method for clock tree

synthesis, the method comprising:

selecting one or more cells from a cell library based at
least on power ratios of cells in the cell library,
wherein a power ratio of a cell is equal to an expected
amount of dynamic power consumption of a clock
tree when the clock tree drives a unit capacitive load,
and wherein the clock tree is built using the cell; and

constructing a clock tree based on the one or more cells.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein selecting the one or
more cells from the cell library comprises selecting a prede-
termined number of cells with lowest power ratios in the cell
library.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein selecting the one or
more cells from the cell library comprises:

for each cell in the cell library, evaluating an objective

function based at least on the power ratio of the cell; and
selecting the one or more cells based at least on objective
function values of cells in the cell library.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein constructing the
clock tree based on the one or more cells comprises:

constructing an initial clock tree based on the one or more

cells; and

modifying one or more cell sizes in the initial clock tree to

optimize one or more metrics.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
metrics include one or more of: clock latency, dynamic power
consumption, clock skew, timing slack, and area.
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